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	Agenda No
	Subject
Northern province and the opportunities for development – Mr V. Anandasangaree – Leader TULF and former M.P.
Minister Anandasangaree spoke about the geographical structure and opportunities in following sector for agencies to look into the development path.
Agriculture: Sri Lanka's economy continues to be based on agriculture; and agricultural sector still remains a major contributor to the Gross National Product. North province is an ideal place for agriculture; however there is a shortage of water facility, for drinking as well as agricultural purposes.  
Water is an equally important resource as land is; in fact water is essential for life. The sustenance of life on earth, social and economic advancement and in particular food production all depends on the availability of water. Without water agricultural development is impossible. Water being such essential resource base conservations and utilization of it depends on the available information regarding its distribution, quality, quantity and nature of the source of water. Only very few villages didn’t have drinking water facility.
1947 foundation was laid for the Jaffna lagoon scheme. Jaffna lagoon to be converted in to a fresh water tank. The plan was to take excess water into the elephant pass lagoon and channel to be cut and link it with the Vadamarachchi lagoon and allow the fresh water to be used. Unfortunately at the time, government didn’t have sufficient funds to complete the plan. If the plan was executed in proper way, today Jaffna would have been a better place for agriculture. 
In Killinochchi 25000 acres depends on Iranamadu water tank. Therefore, in order to develop the agriculture sector, agencies should work on providing permanent solution for water facility for drinking as well as to develop the agriculture sector.

Industrial Sector is the other area where agencies can look into. Re-opening of cement factory is a main concern. 
Fishing sector can be improved and agencies support can be given to fishermen. He explained about the geographical area of North as well.

He emphasized that local expertise can be used for development. There are so many educated & expertise are idling in the camps and living like beggars in the camps. We need to use them for development. There are supervisors; GS, designers are in the camps as IDPS.  These people are very knowledgeable and know well about the area as well. Also Education sector needs to be developed.  
Thereafter, Chairman started the Panel Discussion – Mr M.F. Marikkar – FORUT- Mr.Patrick Vandenbruaene - Facilitator to the Coordination of Sri Lanka's Development Partners/Donors.

Mr. Marikkar emphasised on the practical issues in the northern province. 
As mentioned in the daily mirror paper on the 3rd July, Dambulla Economic center. There is 50,000 Kg of red onions reaching this market on daily basis. Price has come down from Rs 100 to Rs 50//- a Kilo. Plenty of production coming down from Jaffna. There are 17 dairy development projects to  take place in North. 

In order to do the development we need to focus on mine clearance. 
Mr.Patrick Vandenbruaene in his observations stated that Government of SL is in the driving seat in terms of planning. All the GAs from the north have been asked to come to Colombo and all working on 180 day plans. These GAs have very good knowledge about the situation in the district. Using local knowledge is essential. Humanitarian organisations working in the camps also need to promote to use the local knowledge in development plan. It’s a time for engagement. It doesn’t mean blind engagement.  It means principled engagement. Promoting dignified return of IDPs and livelihood for people. 
Questions:

How do you propose or make any suggestions to bring Govt, INGOs and UN, to work together for development?

Mr Patrick Vandenbruaene ; Under the Ministry of Nation building, there is new mechanism that has been put in place “Recovery Cluster” chaired by the Mr. Jayasinghe with the support of UNDP. 1st meeting was held in late May and Prof. Rajiva Wijesinghe & number of NGOs represented the meeting. UNDP has indicated that it would play a facilitation role and promote collaboration with NGOs. Govt SL will be in a driving seat of development, but there are opportunities to NGOs to contribute. 

Have you offered your services to government when planning the development in North as you have  valuable comments & knowledge about the North? 
Mr Anandasangaree; I made  a great contribution to eradicate  terrorism and  faced lot of risk  to my life as well. I developed the education sector  in Killinochchi. 

Jeevan in his comments

1. CHA will continue to search for local knowledge and we will mainstream & collect that knowledge for the benefit of the larger group of the development partners. 
2. To ensure that the space made of people to express them selves, in terms of their desires for growth & development. We will work with the resources that available. In that enterprise we would look for people who wish to partner with us. In terms of sensitivity we are seen much as been more powerful by our regional colleagues. We need to get them an opportunity to lead and for us to support. 
3. CHA will have a series of meetings on the 9th July on phased return in the North and contribution of I/NGO's.  We invited agencies within the humanitarian community to link with one or more of the issues meet as a group and present in draft and form consensus document to present to the Chairman of the Task Force on the North.
4. We need to remember that there are people who are not displaced in the region, old IDPs and new IDPs. We need to be sensitive to the dynamic between those three groups and integration of these people. 
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